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CONPIDENTIAL MANILA 7000 

E. O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PPOR, RP 

SUBJECT: ROMULO AND F.NRTLE DEPART POR TRIPOLI 

1. POREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO, ACCOMPANIED BY DEPENSE SECRETARY 
ENRILE, SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA, AND ENERGY BOARD CHAIRMAN 
VELASCO, DEPARTED MANILA MAY 8 EN ROUTE TO TRIPOLI VIA 
JAKARTA AND KUALA LUMPUR IN SEARCH OP SOLUTION TO MINDANAO 
CONPLICT IN THE WAKE OP BREAKDOWN OP PEACE NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE MNLP. DELEGATION REPORTEDLY WILL SPEND ONE DAY IN BOTH 
JAKARTA AND KUALA LUMPUR AND THEN FLY TO RIPOLI FOR TALKS 
AIMED AT GARNERING SUPPORT FOR GOP POSITION AT UPCOMING 
ISLAMIC CONFERENCE IN TRIPOLI. 

2. LOCAL PRESS STILL ENGAGED IN PUTTING BEST POSSIBLE PACE 

ON MINDANAO SITUATION POLLOWING BREAKDOWN OP PEACE TALKS. 

ALL MORNING DAILIES CARRIED PRONT PAGE STROY MAY 9 REPORTING 
THAT MNLP CEASEFIRE REPRESENTATIVE MANJOORSA, UPON DEPARTING 
POR JEDDAH MAY 6, GAVE ASSURANCES TO DEFENSE UNDERSECRETARY 
BARBERO THAT MNLP WOULD CONTINUE TO OBSERVE CEASEPIRE. 

COLUMNIST BIGORNIA WROTE IN MAY 9 BULLETIN TODAY EDITORIAL 
THAT ROMULO'S "INTERNATIONALLY ACKNOWLEDGED CHARISMA" 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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SHOULD BE "EXPLOITED TO THE HILT" IN AN APPEAL TO ISLAMIC 
LEADERS HE KNOWS ON A "PIRST NAME BASIS". IN MORE PESSIM- 
ISTIC TONE, BIGORNIA ALSO MENTIONED POSSIBILITY OF OIL 
EMBARGO BY MUSLIM STATES, CALLING POR PHILIPPINE UNITY IN 
EVENT OF ISLAMIC ECONOMIC SANCTIONS. 

3. COMMENT: STOPS AT JAKARTA AND KUALA LUMPUR REPRESENT 
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LAST MINUTE EFFORT BY MARCOS REGIME TO GAIN THE EAR IF 
NOT THE SUPPORT OF ASEAN MEMBERS ATTENDING ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE FOR PHILIPPINE POSITION ON MUSLIM INSURGENCY. 
MORE ACTIVIST INDONESIAN OR MALAYSIAN ROLE CANNOT BE 
DISCOUNTED ENTIRELY, ESPECIALLY IF IT WERE LINKED TO 
PHILIPPINES' RENUNCIATION OF ITS CLAIM TO SABAH. BUT THIS 
WOULD BE MAJOR DEPARTURE FROM THE PAST, INASMUCH AS 
NEITHER INDONESIA OR MALAYSIA HAS BEEN AT ALL INCLINED TO 
ASSUME MINDANAO PEACEMAKER'S ROLE. AP ACCOUNT OF 
ROMULO'S JAKARTA ARRIVAL NOTED THAT SUHARTO NOT EAGER TO 
GET INVOLVED AND THAT FONMIN MALIK COMPALINED IN INTERVIEW 
LAST WEEK MANILA HAS KEPT OTHER ASEAN MEMBERS IN DARK 
CONCERNING MUSLIM NEGOTIATIONS. 
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